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car was littered with mysterious packages. A party was
his own affair and he allowed no one to help him. AH this
week as the train bowled along he sorted the gifts and
wrote the inscriptions and verses. In Houston, Thomas,
the steward, was commissioned to smuggle a .tree- aboard
with all the candles and silver angels and gold strands and
coloured balls and pop-corn strings he could find.

The last leg of the trip was made into New Orleans on
Christmas Eve. Early 'in the day an order was sent for-
ward : " Mr. Mansfield wishes every one to vacate the car
next his/' There was, of course, much grumbling at this
fresh evidence of eccentricity.

As the train crossed into Louisiana another order was
carried forward: "Mr. Mansfield wishes to meet every one
in the car next his." He came himself for Ory Dimond,
the little girl who acted the Duke of York in " King Rich-
ard III" and little Pearl in "The Scarlet Letter." The
car was darkened and at one end was Thomas lighting the
last candle on a gala Christmas tree. When Ory and the
others had their presents, the chef and his boy brought in
a bowl of hot Christmas grog, and tray after tray of sand-
wiches, pastries, and cakes; and as the engine pounded
out its fifty miles an hour, there was a right merry parry,
till the ominous silence outside announced that the train
was on the ferry crossing the waters of the Mississippi
into New Orleans.

Madame Bernhardt was touring in America this winter
of 1905-1906. Many agreeable messages passed between
her and Mansfield, but their paths did not cross until they
reached Pittsburg in January. The rival engagements of
"The Divine Sarah" and "Richard the Magnificent"
were made much of by the press of the entire country,
with the usual silly fictions. In Pittsburg, each dined theon my back all day with atance or of dis- made a much greater impression upon you than If the character he is creating will often be misunderstood, stage lies in the creation of a
